
Top Tips for Embedding New Vocabulary 

Learning the meaning of key vocabulary is vital in children's understanding of a new topic 
and there are some really fun ways to do it: 

Splat the word - write each word on a piece of paper and spread them out on a table. Ask someone to say a 
definition of one of the words and see who can "splat" it first! 

Just a minute - can you talk for a minute about a topic  using the key words? (If you get really confident, you 
could turn this into a presentation and record it!) 

Act it out - can you act the word out? 

Pictoword - can you use a drawing to represent the word? 

Crossword - there are many crossword makers that you can use online for free! 

Synonyms or antonyms - can you think of any words that mean the same? Or are the opposite? 

Odd one out - choose 4 key words and think about which one could be the odd one out and why 

Black History Month  

We have reviewed our curriculum to ensure we are providing our children with a rich, relevant and representative curric-

ulum. We want our children to embrace, respect and be proud of the community in which they live and to develop a 

strong sense of belonging. We have looked for opportunities throughout the year and through all curriculum areas to 

acknowledge and celebrate the contribution and achievements of individuals and groups from all cultural, racial and reli-

gious heritages.  

In addition to this ongoing focus we have developed a Black History Month Curriculum. Every October there will be a 

week of learning dedicated to the contribution and history of black communities in Hackney and the UK. In Year 6 chil-

dren will learn about the contribution and sacrifices made by black soldiers from the Caribbean and the UK during both 

WW1 and WW2. As well as learning about the overall contribution made, they will discover the stories of individuals like 

Eugent Clark ( a member of the West India Regiment during WW1) and Eddie Noble ( who volunteered for the RAF 

during WW2 and later settled in Hackney) . 

British west Indian Regiment (1915-1918) 

Eddie Noble 

The queen meeting 108 year old  

Eugent Clark in 2002 

 

Year 6 Autumn Term  

Topic Booklet 

Raging Earth 



 

My Class Timetable 

 

Important Dates for your Diary 

 

 Wednesday 16th September– Meet the teacher drop in sessions (3.45pm and 4.15pm) 

 Monday 14th September to Friday 25th September– Foodbank Collection 

 Tuesday 22nd September Olive parent food tasting session ( 3.30pm –5.00pm) 

 Monday 7th – 11th September Willow intensive swimming 

 Monday 14th - 18th September Oak intensive swimming  

 Monday 5th October - Natural History Museum trip 

 Friday 16th October –Wear red to school for ‘Show Racism the Red Card ’  day 

 Tuesday 21st October– Photographer ( Individual pupil and sibling pictures) 

 Monday 26th - Monday 30th October- School closed for half term and INSET day 

 Tuesday 3rd November—Children return to school 

 Thursday 12th November – Parent Consultations – School closes @ 2:00pm 

 Friday 13th November– Children in Need non-uniform day 

 Thursday 19th November - Junior Citizenship Scheme trip 

 Tuesday 15th December @ 2pm— Upper Phase Winter Concert 

 Friday 18th December – last day of Autumn Term – School closes @ 2:00pm 

 
PE 

JIGSAW: 

Being Me in The World ( Autumn 1) 

 I can identify my goals for this year, understand my fears and worries about the future and know how to express 
them  

 I know that there are universal rights for all children but for many children these rights are not met  

 I understand that my actions affect other people locally and globally  

 I can make choices about my own behaviour because I understand how rewards and consequences feel and I un-
derstand how these relate to my rights and responsibilities  

 I understand how an individual’s behaviour can impact on a group  

 I understand how democracy and having a voice benefits the school community  
 

Celebrating Difference ( Autumn 2) 

 I understand there are different perceptions about what normal means  

 I understand how being different could affect someone’s life  

 I can explain some of the ways in which one person or a group can have power over another 

 I know some of the reasons why people use bullying behaviours  

 I can give examples of people with disabilities who lead amazing lives  

 I can explain ways in which difference can be a source of conflict and a cause for celebration  
 
 
 
 
 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Autumn 1 (Rugby) 
 
 

 

 

 

 

  
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 
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 

Rushmore Values and Jigsaw 



 

Computing 

Autumn 1: 

Online Safety - Self Image and Identity 

Session 1: Critically Evaluating and Responding to Online Content 

I can identify and critically evaluate online content relating to gender, race, religion, disability, culture and other 

groups, and explain why it is important to challenge and reject inappropriate representations online. 

Session 2:  How to Respond to Worries when Online 

I can describe issues online that could make anyone feel sad, worried, uncomfortable or frightened. I know and can 

give examples of how to get help, both on and offline.  

Networks 

• To understand what a computer network is and identify examples of networks at 

home, school and in the wider world.  

• To understand the difference between the internet and the World Wide Web and 

explore the services they provide.  

• To explore how the internet can be used for communication and collaboration, and 

how to do this safely and respectfully.  

• To explore who is in charge of the internet and how rules and website blocking can affect people, society and 

Autumn 2: 

Online Safety - Online Bullying 

Session 1: Saving Evidence 

I can describe how to capture bullying content as evidence (e.g. screen-grab, URL, profile) to share with others who can 

help me. 

Session 2: Reporting Online Bullying  

I can explain how someone would report online bullying in different contexts.  

Spreadsheets—Google Sheets 

• To understand and use basic formatting in a spreadsheet.  

• To develop skills in using basic functions in a spreadsheet.  

• To create and format charts in a spreadsheet.  

• To sort and filter data within a spreadsheet.  

 

Our English Genres 

Flashback Narrative  

And 

Free Choice Narrative  

 

How you can help at home: 

 Talk about authors they like and discuss authors’ writing style 

 Encourage your child to write stories mimicking an author’s style or to think of their 

own style of writing  

 Ensure that your child is learning their spellings and play spelling games with them 

Key Sentence Skills 

Exploring different structures of sentences and the correct punctuation to go with it: 

 Embedded clause (noun, which/who/where) 

Chocolate, which can come in many different varieties, is made from a seed from a plant. 

 Description, which + simile/metaphor/personification  
The rainforest had towering trees, which stared down at the forest floor below.  

 Some; others  
Some people love to play outside in the snow; others like to be wrapped up indoors. 
Some people believe that banning zoos is the only option; others are adamant that they have 
a positive role to play. 

 Description: detail  
The town was bustling: it was market day and everyone had come to town. 

 Outside (inside)  
He told the girl to stop being so silly (however, he was secretly amused by what she had 
done). 
I told them that I wasn’t scared at all (but inside I was terrified that it would go wrong). 

Newspaper Articles 

How you can help at home: 

 Read suitable newspaper articles and discuss common features and language 

 Encourage children to create their own Newsroom and film themselves reading the news 

 Encourage your child to write reports on events/themes that they are interested in 

 



 

History 
Key skills and knowledge: 

 Place the eruption of Vesuvius and the destruction of Pompeii onto a historical timeline 

 Develop ideas about life in Pompeii before the eruption by examining a range of primary and secondary 

sources 

 Examine photographs and documents to form a picture of the past  

 Ask and answer questions about an image/document/artefact 

 Evaluate the reliability of a range of primary and secondary sources 

 Develop an understanding of daily life in Pompeii before the eruption of Vesuvius 

 Compare Roman beliefs to another period of history studied in Key Stage Two 

 Consider how the events of 79AD changed society then and what impact they might still have on modern day 

residents of the area 

 Develop an understanding of how volcanoes/earthquakes and Tsunamis might have been explained by people 

in the past who did not have the scientific understanding that we have today 

 Be aware that different evidence can lead to different conclusions 

 Vocabulary 

 
RE 

How do people express their faith through the arts in Christianity? 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Write about different art forms used in Christianity to express beliefs about God, 

 Explain how this is similar or different to another religion.  

 Comment on the symbolic importance of colours and music, with specific examples. Associating these to spe-

cific Christian events and beliefs 

 

What do people believe about life after death? 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Link and explain ideas from different religions on life and death as well as my own  

 Ask questions about things that are important to me and other’s around life and death and suggest answers 

which relate to my own and others’ lives 

 Appreciate and appraise different views on life after death, as well as explain with reasons my own thoughts  

Vocabulary 

Minimalism 

 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Learn about Minimalist music  

 Key Works: Clapping Music and Eight Lines (Octet), both by Steve Reich 

• Create our own vocal and instrumental pieces inspired by famous minimalist  pieces 

 Using a range of structures to organise a piece of music  

 Record, discuss and re-record our final compositions! 

Music 

Vocabulary 



 

Spanish 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Autumn 1 - Geographical Features 

 To understand types of weather 

 To recognise, say and write continent names 

 To recognise, say and write river names 

 To differentiate between ‘es’ and ‘esta’ when describing the location of a continent or river. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn 2 – Reading the ‘Raùl’ books and becoming familiar with some of the vocabulary 

 To recognise the verbs ‘comer’ and ‘beber’ in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd person singular form 

 To recognise ‘comer’ and ‘ beber’ in the 1st and 3rd person plural form 

 To spot new words in a short text and guess their meaning through context and other clues 

 

Vocabulary 

 

Geography 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Human and physical geography 

 Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography (tectonic plates, volcanoes etc.) 
Geographical skills 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/ computer mapping to locate countries  

 Describe geographical features studied 
Locational Knowledge 

 Locate the world’s countries using atlases  

 Identify the position and significance of Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, The Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn 

 Identify the position and significance of the Ring of Fire and understand why this area is particularly prone to 
volcanic eruptions and earthquakes 

Vocabulary 



 Science 
Everything Changes (Autumn 1) 
 

Grouping and classifying: 

 Investigate and discuss how characteristics of living things, for example, height, size or colour, vary from individu-
al to individual 

Finding things out using a wide range of secondary sources of information: 

 Develop an understanding of inheritance and explore how characteristics are passed on from parents to offspring 

 Explore how natural selection works 

 Apply their knowledge of how changes in an environment can cause living things to become extinct 
Carrying out comparative and fair tests: 

 Investigate ways in which the environment can affect how plants grow 

 Develop an understanding of how environmental variables affect plant populations by carrying out and analysing 
the results 

 

 
 
 
Nature Library (Autumn 2) 
Grouping and classifying: 

 Describe how living things are classified into broad groups according to common observable characteristics and 
based on similarities and differences, including microorganisms, plants and animals 

 Apply their classification skills to different types of plants, giving their reasons for the groups and justifying them 
to others 

 Know plants and animals are only two types of living things and that there are three further kingdoms – fungi, 
bacteria and protista 

Observing changes over different periods of time: 

 Plan and set up an investigation to observe how micro-organisms grow and multiply over time 
Finding things out using a wide range of secondary sources of information: 

 Explore the history of classification and the scientists involved, including Aristotle and Carl Linnaeus 

Vocabulary 

 

Art 

Design  

Key skills and knowledge: 

Skills: Mixed Media, Drawing and Sculpture (The Wave – mixed media and Pompeii figures) 

 Improve mastery of drawing and painting using a range of materials 

 Learn about great artists in history 

 Create sketchbooks to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

 Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of 

materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay]. 

 Learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities 

between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Skills: Design, Make and Evaluate (Earthquake proof structures and model volcanoes) 

 Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, fit for purpose products 

 Generate, develop, model & communicate ideas through discussion, annotated sketches 

 Select and use a wide range of tools & equipment to perform practical tasks 

 Select and use a wide range of materials according to functional properties and aesthetic qualities perform 

practical tasks. 

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 


