
Top Tips for Embedding New Vocabulary 

Learning the meaning of key vocabulary is vital in children's understanding of a new topic 
and there are some really fun ways to do it: 

Splat the word - write each word on a piece of paper and spread them out on a table. Ask someone to say a 
definition of one of the words and see who can "splat" it first! 

Just a minute - can you talk for a minute about a topic  using the key words? (If you get really confident, you 
could turn this into a presentation and record it!) 

Act it out - can you act the word out? 

Pictoword - can you use a drawing to represent the word? 

Crossword - there are many crossword makers that you can use online for free! 

Synonyms or antonyms - can you think of any words that mean the same? Or are the opposite? 

Odd one out - choose 4 key words and think about which one could be the odd one out and why 

Black History Month  

We have reviewed our curriculum to ensure we are providing our children with a rich, relevant and representative 

curriculum. We want our children to embrace, respect and be proud of the community in which they live and to de-

velop a strong sense of belonging. We have looked for opportunities throughout the year and through all curriculum 

areas to acknowledge and celebrate the contribution and achievements of individuals and groups from all cultural, 

racial and religious heritages.  

In addition to this ongoing focus we have developed a Black History Month Curriculum. Every October there will be a 

week of learning dedicated to the contribution and history of black communities in Hackney and the UK. In Year 5 

children will be researching black arts movements in Britain, focusing on The Caribbean Artist Movement and The 

Black Arts Movement. They will find out about some of the individuals who established these movements and the 

impact they had by creating a forum for shared artistic expression and providing the foundation for the later emer-

gence of a new generation of Black British artists. They will also do some spotlight focus lessons on Claudette Jones, 

Sonia Boyce and Lubaina Himid women of the Black British Art Movement who had a big influence on black  

feminist history and culture in Britain. 

What do you know about CLR James, who this  

Hackney Library is named in honour of? 

Sonia Boyce Lubaina Himid 
Sonia Boyce 

 

Year 5 Autumn Term  

Topic Booklet 

The Egyptians 



 

My Class Timetable 

 

Important Dates for your Diary 

 Wednesday 16th September– Meet the teacher drop in sessions (3.45pm and 4.15pm) 

 Monday 14th September to Friday 25th September– Foodbank Collection 

 Monday 21st  September—River Lea walk (1:30pm-3:15pm) 

 Tuesday 22nd September Olive parent food tasting session ( 3.30pm –5.00pm) 

 Monday 5th October—Friday 9th October—Sycamore intensive swimming week 

 Monday 12th October—Friday 16th October– Hazel intensive swimming week 

 Friday 16th October –Wear red to school for ‘Show Racism the Red Card ’  day 

 Tuesday 21st October– Photographer ( Individual pupil and sibling pictures) 

 Monday 26th - Monday 30th October- School closed for half term and INSET day 

 Tuesday 3rd November—Children return to school 

 Thursday 12th November – Parent Consultations – School closes @ 2:00pm 

 Friday 13th November– Children in Need non-uniform day 

 Tuesday 15th December @ 2pm— Upper Phase Winter Concert 

 Friday 18th December – last day of Autumn Term – School closes @ 2:00pm 

 Dates TBC—Autumn 2 Science Museum trip  

 Dates TBC—Autumn 2 British Museum trip  

 
Music 

PE 

Rushmore Values and Jigsaw 

JIGSAW: 

Being Me In The World( Autumn 1) 

 I can face new challenges positively and know how to set personal goals  

 I understand my rights and responsibilities as a citizen of my country  

 I understand my rights and responsibilities as a citizen of my country and as a member of my school  

 I can make choices about my own behaviour because I understand how rewards and consequences feel  

 I understand how an individual’s behaviour can impact on a group  

 I understand how democracy and having a voice benefits the school community and know how to participate in this  
Celebrating Difference ( Autumn 2) 

 I understand that cultural differences sometimes cause conflict  

 I understand what racism is  

 I understand how rumour-spreading and name-calling can be bullying behaviours  

 I can explain the difference between direct and indirect types of bullying  

 I can compare my life with people in the developing world  

 I can understand a different culture from my own 
 

Finish This...   Contemporary opera project with the English National Opera 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Take part in the “Finish This!” project, in partnership with the ENO 

 Learn about modern opera, then compose our own ending to a new work 

 Discuss and analyse the first half of the piece 

 Write our own libretto (words) for our composition 

 Compose music for voices, classroom instruments and our own instru-
ments 

 Record our ideas through graphic scores 

 Record, discuss and re-record our final opera pieces, to be published on 
the ENO’s website 

 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Autumn 1 (Hockey) 

 To be able to dribble the ball with control 

 Undrastanding the importance of space and communication within your team 

 To be able to pass and receive the  ball with control 

 To be able to shoot accurately, aiming for corners 

 To understand the basic rules of hockey 
 
Autumn 2 (Gymnastics) 

 To be able to perform a point and patch balance accurately 

 To explore partner balances 

 To be able to perform different types of jumps 

 To be able to perform a forward and backward roll  

 To be able to perform a cartwheel and headstand 



 

Computing 

Autumn 1: 

Online Safety - Self Image and Identity 

Session 1: Online Identities 

I can explain how identity online can be copied, modified or altered. 

Session 2: Responsible Choices 

I can demonstrate how to make responsible choices about having an online identity, depending on context.  

Word Processing – Google Docs 

• To format text in a new Google Doc and save it with an appropriate filename.  

• To learn how to edit text and apply more advanced formatting.  

• To learn how to adjust the layout of a Google Doc.  

• To learn how to insert and format images in Google Docs.  

• To use tables in Google Docs to organise information.  

• To combine Google Doc skills to create and review a factsheet.  

Autumn 2: 

Online Safety - Online Bullying 

Session 2: Banter or Bullying? 

I can describe how what one person perceives as playful joking and teasing (including ‘banter’) might be experienced by 

others as bullying. 

Session 4: Reporting Concerns  

I can identify a range of ways to report concerns and access support both in school and at home about online bullying.  

Spreadsheets 

• To refresh and extend understanding of formulae and functions from previous learning.  

• To use formulae in 2Calculate to convert measurements between different units.  

• To use 2Calculate to create and interpret line graphs that show how data changes over time.  

• To analyse weather data by using spreadsheets to identify patterns.  

• To use spreadsheets to plan and budget for an event.  

• To use a spreadsheet to plan a holiday.  

 

 

Key Sentence Skills 
 

Exploring different structures of sentences: 

 Emotion, comma and Verb, person 

 Desperate, he shouted for help. 

 Running, Manie just made it to the bus. 

 Embedded clause (noun, which/who/where) 

Chocolate, which can come in many different varieties, is made from a seed from a plant. 

 Two pair sentence 

  Exhausted and worried, cold and hungry, they prayed that the end was nearby.  

 Name – adjective pair - sentence  

Tymy – kind and caring – had many friends in school. 

 Emotion/Action - consequence  

The boy was inconsolable – he cried and cried until there was nothing left to cry. 

The walls tumbled down around them – they ran for their lives, dodging the missiles.  

Our English Genres 

Explanation Texts 

 

How you can help at home: 

 Discuss how things work/why things 

happen (keep it simple!) 

 Encourage your child to draw dia-

grams to explain something (it could 

be a process, how things work or 

why something happened) 

Suspense Narrative 

 

How you can help at home: 

 Talk about stories and films that create suspense and discuss the techniques for how 

the author/director does this 

 Encourage your child to try and create a short story with an aim to scare you! 

Poetry 

 

How you can help at home: 

 Read a range of poems, poetry books 

and lyrics to songs that you enjoy 

 Evaluate the poems 

 Encourage children to write new lyrics 

for songs they know the tune to 



 

History 
Key skills and knowledge: 

 Take part in an in depth study of Ancient Egypt, including an overview of where and when the civilisation first 

appeared 

 Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of world history and place  the Ancient Egyp-

tian civilisation on a time line 

 Develop an understanding of the achievements of the Ancient Egyptians 

 Establish clear narratives within and across the period 

 Develop the use of historical terms 

 Note connections and contrasts between historical periods 

 Selection and organisation of relevant historical information gathered through research 

Vocabulary 

150 Years of Rushmore 

This academic year we will be celebrating 150 Years of Rushmore School. Each year group will be adding in 

2 or 3 history lessons in autumn term exploring the history of the school, and the people who attended it 

over the years, through pictures and archive materials. 

 

RE 

What inner forces affect how we think and behave? 

 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Ask questions about the moral decisions I and other people make, and suggest what might happen as a result of 
different decisions 

 Explain the impact of an inspirational person’s life on other people 

 Connect a person’s actions to their faith 

How is Christmas celebrated around the world? 

 

 

 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Suggest reasons for some of the similarities and differences between Matthew and Luke’s account of the 

birth of Jesus 

 Suggest reasons for the impact of the coming of Jesus in a Christian person’s life  

 Apply important messages from the original Christmas story to a modern-day situation 

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 



 

Spanish 
Key skills and knowledge: 

Autumn 1 - The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

 To recognise packed lunch items 

 To say whether or not they like food or drink  

 To recognise the 3rd person singular of the past tense 
Autumn 2 – I am the Music Man 

 To recognise music genres 

 To give an opinion of a music genre 

 To recognise musical instruments 

 To participate in singing songs and understanding the words in Spanish 

Vocabulary 

 

Geography 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/ computer mapping of countries and describe features studied 

 Use the 8 points of the compass 

 Locate the African continent and modern day Egypt in an atlas/ on a globe 

 Compare contrasting regions in Egypt and UK and discuss how the geographical features shape the lives of those 

in the country 

 Question and predict how life is different in the two countries 

 Locate River Thames and River Nile on maps 

 Discuss the importance of rivers and waterways for settlements, farming and trade links 

 Locate major cities, countries and key physical and human characteristics 

 Use 6 grid-figure grid references 

Vocabulary 



 Science 

Vocabulary 

Get Sorted &  Everyday Materials  ( Autumn 1) 
Key skills and knowledge: 
Grouping and classifying: 

 Identify, compare and group materials based on their properties and according to their own or given criteria 

 Explore the ways in which metals are used around their school and in the wider world, and link these uses to the properties of the metals 

 Identify and investigate the wide-ranging properties of plastics 

 Identify a variety of materials in different forms, observing how they are used for specific purposes within school buildings 
Carrying out comparative and fair tests: 

 Carry out various comparative tests, exploring the viscosity of liquids 

 Investigate the variables that affect how a ball bounces 

 Plan and carry out a fair test investigation into different types of plastic carrier bags 

 Carry out a comparative test to investigate how the properties of materials that are used to make plates affect their suitability for use in differ-
ent situations 

 Investigate different brands of nappies, coming up with their own questions and methods of enquiry. 

Marvellous Mixtures & All Change (Autumn 2) 

Grouping and classifying: 

 Investigate dissolving solids 

Planning comparative and fair tests: 

 Investigate what makes a difference to how rapidly a solid dissolves 

Observation over time: 

 Observe and discuss the changes involved in burning a candle, recognising that there are reversible and non-reversible changes 

 Use their knowledge of evaporation and condensation to work out how to get materials back from a solution by investigating how to produce 

drinkable water from seawater 

 Explore a variety of solids and liquids that react chemically when they are mixed 

Observing changes over different periods of time: 

 Collate the results of the observation enquiries begun a couple of weeks before 

 

 

Art 

Design  

Key skills and knowledge: 

Skills: Paintings, Photography and Sculpture 

 (Egyptian faces and masks, Styrofoam printing hieroglyphics, Egyptian sunsets, bust sculptures) 

 Improve mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of ma-

terials 

 Create sketchbooks to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

 Develop sketching techniques and control 

 Paint using different brushes to create different brushstrokes 

 Know how to make thinner and thicker brushstrokes 

 Understand how to blend colours. 

 To explore line, shape, form, space, colour, tone, texture, pattern in photography. 

Vocabulary 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Skills: Design, Make and Evaluate 

 (Building a pyramid, Ancient Egyptian shaduf – pulley and levers (K’nex)) 

 Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, 

shaping, joining and finishing] 

 Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including construction materials, textiles 

and ingredients, according to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities 

 Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex structures 

 Understand and use mechanical systems in their products [for example, gears, pulleys, cams, levers and link-

ages]. 

Vocabulary 

Alaa Awad- street artist inspired by Ancient Egypt  

Thutmose- Sculptor of The 

Bust of Nefertiti 


