
Top Tips for Embedding New Vocabulary 

Learning the meaning of key vocabulary is vital in children's understanding of a new topic 
and there are some really fun ways to do it: 

Splat the word - write each word on a piece of paper and spread them out on a table. Ask someone to say a 
definition of one of the words and see who can "splat" it first! 

Just a minute - can you talk for a minute about a topic  using the key words? (If you get really confident, you 
could turn this into a presentation and record it!) 

Act it out - can you act the word out? 

Pictoword - can you use a drawing to represent the word? 

Crossword - there are many crossword makers that you can use online for free! 

Synonyms or antonyms - can you think of any words that mean the same? Or are the opposite? 

Odd one out - choose 4 key words and think about which one could be the odd one out and why 

Black History Month  

We have reviewed our curriculum to ensure we are providing our children with a rich, relevant and representative curriculum. 

We want our children to embrace, respect and be proud of the community in which they live and to develop a strong sense of 

belonging. We have looked for opportunities throughout the year and through all curriculum areas to acknowledge and cele-

brate the contribution and achievements of individuals and groups from all cultural, racial and religious heritages.  

In addition to this ongoing focus we have developed a Black History Month Curriculum. Every October there will be a week of 

learning dedicated to the contribution and history of black communities in Hackney and the UK. In Year 4 children will learn 

about the rich history of musicianship in London’s black community focusing on the different music styles from Jazz and Calypso 

to Reggae  and Drum and Bass and the massive influence that this music has had on modern day musicians. They will learn 

about: Harry Beckett a Hackney based Jazz musician; Aldwyn Roberts ( Lord Kitchener), who had a huge Calypso hit with the 

song he wrote to celebrate his new life in London when her arrived here from Trinidad and Tobago in 1948: Rudimental, Hack-

neys very own Drum and Bass sensation and Gerald Forsythe OBE, the man who brought Steel Pans to schools in London ( in-

cluding Rushmore) and formed the London Steel Pan Youth Orchestra. The children will have the opportunity to interview Derek 

Gayle, our fantastic drumming teacher who was one of his former students and became a friend of Mr Forsythe. 

Harry Beckett  

Rudimental 

Gerald Forsythe OBE 

 

Year 4 Autumn Term  

Topic Booklet 

Early Man 

(Autumn 1) 

 Human Impact 

(Autumn 2) 



 

My Class Timetable 

Important Dates for your Diary 

 Wednesday 16th September – Meet the teacher drop in sessions (3.45pm and 4.15pm) 

 Monday 14th September to Friday 25th September– Foodbank Collection 

 Monday 21st September to Friday 25th September — Spruce swimming week 

 Monday 28th September to Friday 2nd October — Elm swimming week 

 Tuesday 22nd September Olive parent food tasting session ( 3.30pm–5.00pm) 

 Friday 16th October – Wear red to school for ‘Show Racism the Red Card’ day 

 Friday 16th October  — KidzFit workshop  

 Tuesday 21st October– Photographer (Individual pupil and sibling pictures) 

 Monday 26th - Monday 30th October- School closed for half term and INSET day 

 Tuesday 3rd November — Children return to school 

 Thursday 5th November — Kayaking and litter picking at Leaside  

 Thursday 12th November – Parent Consultations – School closes @ 2:00pm 

 Friday 13th November– Children in Need non-uniform day 

 Tuesday 15th December @ 2pm— Upper Phase Winter Concert 

 18th December — last day of Autumn Term – School closes @ 2:00pm 

 

PE 

Rushmore Values and Jigsaw 
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Computing 

Autumn 1: 

Online Safety - Self Image and Identity 

Session 2: Positive Interactions 

I can describe positive ways for someone to interact with others online and understand how this will positively im-

pact on how others perceive them. 

Session 3: Changing Identities 

I can explain that others online can pretend to be someone else, including my friends, and can suggest reasons why 

they might do this.  

Unpacking Hardware and Software 

• To understand what technology is, where we see it in everyday life, and how it 

helps us at school, home and beyond.  

• To identify and describe different pieces of computer hardware and understand 

their functions.  

• To understand what software is and how we use it to complete tasks.  

• To explore how hardware and software interact to complete everyday tasks.  

Autumn 2: 

Online Safety - Online Bullying 

Session 2: How Online Bullying Can Happen 

I can describe ways people can be bullied through a range of media (e.g. image, video, text, chat) 

Session 3: How What You Share Can Affect Yourself and Others  

I can explain why people need to think carefully about how content they post might affect others, their feelings and how 

it may affect how others feel about them (their reputation).  

Logo 

• To know key commands and input simple instructions.  

• To use a variety of commands to create shapes using multi-line mode.  

• To use the Repeat command.  

• To change the line thickness and colour.  

• To use procedures to write instructions.  

 

 

 

 

Our English Genres 

Letter Writing 

How you can help at home: 

 Talk about who we write letters to and why 

 Share any letters you may receive and look at 

the sorts of language that is used 

 Make a bank of commonly used words and 

phrases in letters and play bingo every time you 

get a new letter 

Adventure Narrative 

How you can help at home: 

 Talk about books and films that follow an adventure narrative 

 Discuss possible different outcomes or endings of the films 

 Encourage your child to plan an adventure story (they could write this as a story or a comic 

strip) 

Key Sentence Skills 

 Using conjunctions to join ideas in a sentence (when, while, as, if) 

e.g. If the alarm had gone off, then I might have been on time. 

 

 Beginning sentences with fronted adverbials: 

 When? 

e.g. As the sun shone between the mountains, he shouted for help. 

 Where? 

e.g.  In the shadowy forest, a creature let out a petrifying noise. 

 How? 

e.g. Frightened, terrified, exhausted, they ran from the monster. 

Poetry 

How you can help at home: 

 Read a range of poems, poetry books and stories 

with patterned or rhyming language 

 Play rhyming games 

 Read lyrics to songs you like and evaluate them 

 Encourage children to write new lyrics for songs 

they know the tune to 



            
History 

Key skills and knowledge: 
 Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British history 

 Explore events and periods of time (Ice Age/Stone Age/Bronze Age/ Iron age/ farmers coming to Britain) and 
place these on a timeline (understand BCE to CE) 

 Study changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 Compare stone, bronze and iron age artefacts and use what you have learned about Britain at these times to 
suggest reasons for changes over time 

 Find out about the early Stone Age diet and how hunter-gatherers found food and how this changed over time 

 Compare the land-use and the jobs people did in the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age (how does this impact 
today) 

 Research hunting/ farming techniques in Stone and Bronze ages, identify key changes over time 

 Identify key features of homes in three ages of early man 

 Know key facts about significant prehistoric British monuments Skara Brae & Stonehenge 

 Note connections, contrasts and trends over time 

 Develop appropriate use of historical terms 

 Ask and answer historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference. 

Vocabulary 

 

RE 

What happens when someone gets married? 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Explain what vows mean to me and others 

 Make comparisons and explain why Hindu’s and Muslims have certain marriage rituals 

 Express my view, opinions on marriages and explain what is important to me and why 
 
 

Why is the Bible a special book? 

 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Describe how beliefs and stories from the Bible can have an impact today in Christian people’s lives 

 Apply ideas like guidance or inspiration to my own chosen ‘favourite words’ 

 Make links between the sayings of different religious groups and show how they are similar and different 

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 



 Spanish 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Autumn 1 

 To learn the correct pronunciation of Spanish vowel sounds 

 To describe types of weather 

 To know the names of important towns in Spain 

 To present a weather dialogue or forecast 
Autumn 2 

 Understand and use verbs that express liking, disliking, loving and hating 

 To write sentences from memory expressing opinions about what they like/do not like to do 

Vocabulary 

 
Geography 

Key skills and knowledge: 
 Human and physical geography 

 Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography: climate zones, vegetation belts, rivers, mountains 
and the water cycle 

 Describe and understand key aspects of human geography: types of settlement and land use including the distri-
bution of food and water 

 Begin to understand the relationship between industrialisation and changes in land use on climate and habitat 
destruction 

 Recognise how people can improve or reduce their impact on the natural environment 
Geographical skills 

 Confidently use maps and atlases to describe & locate places (name and find on a globe/atlas a country which is 
typical of each climate region) 

 Begin to understand grid referencing when using maps 

 Take part in a class study about energy use and analyse the effectiveness of some of the ways in which humans 
can reduce their energy consumption 

Locational Knowledge 

 Locate the world’s countries using maps 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences between countries in each climate zone and the relationship 
between this and animal/ human populations 

Vocabulary 



 

Science 

Where does all The Food Go? (Autumn Term 1) 

Key skills and knowledge 
Finding things out using secondary sources of information: 

  Gathering information about the basic parts of the digestive system 

  Learn about how digestion takes place in different parts of the digestive system through research 
Grouping and classifying: 

 Observing types of teeth that humans have and how these differ in children and adults 

  Learn about the functions of the different types of teeth 

  Use evidence from animal skulls to identify the correct position of an animal in a food chain 
Carrying out simple comparative and fair tests: 

 Use results of simple tests on  the role of toothpaste in looking after teeth to draw simple conclusions, make 
predictions and suggest improvements 

Vocabulary 

Human Impact (Autumn Term 2) 

Grouping and classifying : 

 Identifying differences, similarities or changes of the impact that humans have on the local environment 
Looking for patterns: 

 Children will interpret data about waste and plan a litter survey 
Finding things out using secondary sources of information: 

 Learn about the impact that different types of litter can have on wildlife by research 

 Learn about what a food chain is and link changes in a food chain to their previous learning about human im-
pact 

Vocabulary 

 

Vocabulary 

Art & Design 
Skills: Drawing, Painting and Photography (Cave paintings) 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Use sketchbooks to record observations and use them to review and revisit ideas. 

 Develop and master sketching techniques and control 

 Know that tone is the degree of lightness and darkness 

 Improve their mastery of art and design techniques including drawing, painting and sculpture using a range 
of materials (pencil, charcoal , paint, clay) 

 Paint using different brushes to create different brushstrokes 

 Know how to make thinner and thicker brushstrokes 

 Understand how to blend colours 

DT -Building Using Recycled Materials 

Key skills and knowledge: 
Design, Make and Evaluate 

 Improve mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materi-
als. 

 Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shap-
ing, joining and finishing]. 

 Select from and use a wide range of recycled materials and components, including construction materials, tex-
tiles and ingredients, according to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities. 

 Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex structures. 

 Understand and use mechanical systems in their products [for example, gears, pulleys, cams, levers and linkag-
es]. 


