
Top Tips for Embedding New Vocabulary 

Learning the meaning of key vocabulary is vital in children's understanding of a new topic 
and there are some really fun ways to do it: 

Splat the word - write each word on a piece of paper and spread them out on a table. Ask someone to say a 
definition of one of the words and see who can "splat" it first! 

Just a minute - can you talk for a minute about a topic  using the key words? (If you get really confident, you 
could turn this into a presentation and record it!) 

Act it out - can you act the word out? 

Pictoword - can you use a drawing to represent the word? 

Crossword - there are many crossword makers that you can use online for free! 

Synonyms or antonyms - can you think of any words that mean the same? Or are the opposite? 

Odd one out - choose 4 key words and think about which one could be the odd one out and why 

Black History Month  

 
We have reviewed our curriculum to ensure we are providing our children with a rich, relevant and representative 

curriculum. We want our children to embrace, respect and be proud of the community in which they live and to devel-

op a strong sense of belonging. We have looked for opportunities throughout the year and through all curriculum are-

as to acknowledge and celebrate the contribution and achievements of individuals and groups from all cultural, racial 

and religious heritages.  

In addition to this ongoing focus we have developed a Black History Month Curriculum. Every October there will be a 

week of learning dedicated to the contribution and history of black communities in Hackney and the UK. In Year 3 chil-

dren will focus on ‘Untold Stories’. They will learn about the lives of Black British people who made a significant con-

tribution in their field but whose stories they may not have heard. They will learn the stories of: Walter Tull, who gave 

up his career as a professional footballer to become a British Army officer during WW1 and became the first black 

officer to lead white soldiers into battle; Oliver Tambo, president of the ANC from 1967 to 1991, living in exile in Lon-

don for 30 years he is credited with bringing down the South African apartheid regime through his tireless campaign-

ing to raise awareness of the plight of black South Africans ; Mary Seacole, who worked as a nurse in the Crimean 

War and whose massive contribution was not recognised until more recently. She was voted Greatest Black Briton in 

2004; Wilston Samuel Jackson, who moved to England aged 17 from Jamaica and fought racism to become the first 

black train driver in Britain ( a commemorative blue plaque was exhibited in the offices at Kings Cross train station in 

his honour); Claudia Jones, journalist and activist who among many achievements played a central role in founding the 

Notting Hill Carnival. 

 

Year 3 Autumn Term  

Topic Booklet 

Rocking Romans 



 

 

Important Dates for your Diary 

 Wednesday 16th September– Meet the teacher drop in sessions (3.45pm and 4.15pm) 

 Monday 14th September to Friday 25th September– Foodbank Collection 

 Tuesday 22nd September Olive parent food tasting session ( 3.30pm –5.00pm) 

 Thursday 24th September Guildhall Hall Art Gallery (Acacia class 9.30am - 2pm) 

 Thursday 1st October Guildhall Hall Art Gallery (Rowan class 9.30am - 2pm) 

 Friday 16th October –Wear red to school for ‘Show Racism the Red Card ’  day 

 Tuesday 21st October– Photographer ( Individual pupil and sibling pictures) 

 Monday 26th - Monday 30th October- School closed for half term and INSET day 

 Tuesday 3rd November—Children return to school 

 Thursday 12th November – Parent Consultations – School closes @ 2:00pm 

 Friday 13th November– Children in Need non-uniform day 

 Wednesday 9th December Hackney School of Food (Rowan class 1pm - 3pm) 

 Thursday 10th December Hackney School of Food (Acacia class 1pm - 3pm) 

 Wednesday 16th December @ 9.30am— Lower Phase Winter Concert 

 Friday 18th December – last day of Autumn Term – School closes @ 2:00pm 

 Music 

PE 

Rushmore Values and Jigsaw 

The Recorder! 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Learning how to make a good sound by covering the holes carefully and blowing gently 

 Learning the first few notes on the instrument - B, A, G and C 

 Learning tunes by ear - playing on our own, in small groups, and as a class. 

 Composing our own tunes and writing them down for others to play. 

 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Football( Autumn 1) 

 To be able to identify the teaching points of dribbling and execute using both feet 

 To be able to stop and pass a ball with control 

 To be able to turn with a ball using a variety of techniques 

 To be able to shoot using the right technique, aiming for the corners of the goal 

 To be able to understand the importance of working as a team  

Dance (Autumn 2)- 

 To be able to perform a variety of turns 

 To develop different actions to add to dance sequences 

 To develop dance through actions and dynamics 

JIGSAW 

Being Me In The World( Autumn 1) 

 I recognise my worth and can identify positive things about myself and my achievements 

 I can face new challenges positively, make responsible choices and ask for help when I need it  

 I understand why rules are needed and how they relate to rights and responsibilities  

 I understand that my actions affect myself and others and I care about other people’s feelings  

 I can make responsible choices and take action  

 I understand my actions affect others and try to see things from their points of view  

Celebrating Difference ( Autumn 2) 

 I understand that everybody’s family is different and important to them  

 I understand that differences and conflicts sometimes happen among family members  

 I know what it means to be a witness to bullying  

 I know that witnesses can make the situation better or worse by what they do  

 I recognise that some words are used in hurtful ways  and try not to use words in this way 

 I can tell you about a time when my words affected someone’s feelings and what the consequences were  

 I can give and receive compliments and know how this feels  

PE 



 

Computing 

Autumn 1: 

Online Safety - Self Image and Identity 

Session 2: Different Identities 

I can explain how people can represent themselves in different ways online. 

Session 3: Changing Identities 

I can explain ways in which someone might change their identity depending on what they are doing online (e.g. gam-

ing; using an avatar; social media) and why.  

Route Explorers 

• To create 2Go commands to move a turtle along a route.  

• To create commands in 2Go in which the turtle turns using rotation.  

• To plan algorithms and write 2Go code that uses angle of turn.  

• To use 90° and 45° angles in 2Go.  

• To use the repeat algorithm and coding in 2Go  

Autumn 2: 

Online Safety - Online Bullying 

Session 1: Behaviour Online 

 I can describe appropriate ways to behave towards other people online and why this is important. 

Session 2: Supporting the Victim  

I can give examples of how bullying behaviour could appear online and how someone can get support. 

Coding 

• To understand what a flowchart is and how flowcharts are used in computer programming.  

• To understand that there are different types of timers.  

• To understand how to use the repeat command.  

• To understand the importance of nesting when coding, testing and debugging. • To design 

a program.  

• To use design documentation to code a program.  

 

 

 

      Characters and Setting Description 

How you can help at home: 

 

 

 

 

 Read a range of stories by the same author and discuss similarities and differences with lan-
guage, content, layout etc 

 Retell some of these stories orally or written 

 Encourage your child to write their own version of a story or to write a character description  

Recounts and Reports  

How you can help at home: 

 Read a range of non - fiction books about subjects that       

interest your child  

 Discuss why people write recounts (retell an event) and reports (telling someone key infor-

mation about something) 

 Encourage your child to make a little film about a subject of interest  

 Make a comic strip about a fun day out that you had 

 Ask your child to write a report about a subject of interest and talk about the different 

headings that you could include  

Key Sentence Skills 

 

 Use conjunctions to join ideas in a sentence (when, while, as, if) 
e.g. If the alarm had gone off, then I might have been on time. 

 
 To write list sentences 

e.g. It was a bright, hot, sunny morning. 
 
 To use adjectives  

e.g. It was a beautiful, green garden with an old, rusty bench. 
 
 To use adverbs  



 
History 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Place key events and dates during the Roman conquest and occupation of Britain onto a chronological timeline of 

British history (Julius Caesar's attempted invasion in 55/54BC, the Roman Empire by AD 42 and the power of its 

army, successful invasion by Claudius and conquest including Hadrian’s Wall, British resistance/ Boudicca) 

 Sequence artefacts on a timeline 

 Ask and answer questions about an artefact 

 Ask and answer questions about why the Roman invaders may have come to Britain  

 Understand the impact of Romanisation on technology, culture and beliefs in Britain 

 Establish clear narratives within and across the period of study noting trends and connections over time 

 Compare life during the Roman periods with modern day lives 

 Explore primary and secondary sources and understand how these help historians build a picture of Britain in 

Roman times 

 Develop understanding and appropriate use of historical terms—explore the meaning of ‘Empire’ and  the impact 

of invasion from the point of view of both invaders and those who are invaded  

Vocabulary 

 

RE 

 
How did Jesus and Buddha make people think? 

 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Analyse 2 different stories that challenge people and how this live from 2 different religions 

 Write a thoughtful story that asks an important question about life and challenges people to think about it 

 Connecting ideas between religious stories and practices in religion 

 

 

What is the significance of light in religion? 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Explain the meaning of light to me and others  

 Make connections between what I and others believe and do and between different religious festivals of light 

 Understand how a festival can help people to deepen their faith 

 

 

 

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 



 
Spanish 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Autumn 1 
Greetings  

 To ask questions regarding name, age and well-being 

 To answer questions regarding name, age and well-being 

 To link greetings and sounds with the written word 
Autumn 2 
Dates and Numbers 

 To recognise numbers to 30 in written form 

 To recognise and write the months 

 To recognise and read the days of the week 

 To understand the date 

Vocabulary 

 

Geography 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Locational knowledge 

 Name and locate countries and cities of the United Kingdom 

 Locate human characteristics 

Place Knowledge 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a 

region of the United Kingdom and a region in a European country (Italy) 

Human and Physical Geography 

 Describe and understand key aspects of human geography including types of settlement and trade links 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 

 Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/ computer mapping of countries and describe features studied 

 Use the 8 points of the compass 

Vocabulary 



 
Science 

 
Rock Detectives 

Key skills and knowledge 

Grouping and classifying: 

 Record findings using simple scientific language and drawings of rocks 

 Gather, record, classify and present data about rocks and their properties in a variety of ways  

 Explore a variety of soils, making the link between soils and the rocks they are made from 

 Explore a collection of fossils first-hand and begin to find out about the variety of fossils 

 Carrying out comparative and fair tests: 

 Test the hardness of a variety of rocks and make comparisons between them 

 Test whether a variety of rocks absorb water or not 

 Test soils to discover whether they all let water through at the same rate 

 Observing change over time: 

 Observe how rocks change over time, visiting a site or sites to experience first-hand the changes that take 

place 

 Finding things out using secondary sources of information: 

 Learn about where and how fossils are collected. 

 Report on findings from enquiries, including oral and written presentations about the famous Victorian fossil 

hunter Mary Anning 

  

Our Changing World 

Trees and plants with seeds and berries around the school observations/ photos/ drawings - (termly Beginning Nov, 

Early April & Early July)  

Vocabulary 

 

Art & Design 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Collage and Mosaics (Roman mosaics/ mathematical patterns)  

 Know that collage is a method that uses fragments of paper and other materials arranged and 
glued to a surface 

 Decide on colours needed for a Roman mosaic  (look at warm and cool colours) 

 Create different shapes by cutting 

 Experiment with cutting of shapes and layering 

 Experiment with compositions of collage by moving shapes around the paper 

 Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials 

Key skills and knowledge: 

Drawing and Sculpture (fossil patterns (charcoal and chalk), clay fossils, tissue and cotton bud dinosaur fossils)  

 Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

 Use scoring to seal pieces of clay together 

 Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

 Learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between 

different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 

Faith Ringold 

Alma Thomas 

Mark Lewanski 


