
Top Tips for Embedding New Vocabulary 

Learning the meaning of key vocabulary is vital in children's understanding of a new topic 
and there are some really fun ways to do it: 

Splat the word - write each word on a piece of paper and spread them out on a table. Ask someone to say a 
definition of one of the words and see who can "splat" it first! 

Just a minute - can you talk for a minute about a topic  using the key words? (If you get really confident, you 
could turn this into a presentation and record it!) 

Act it out - can you act the word out? 

Pictoword - can you use a drawing to represent the word? 

Crossword - there are many crossword makers that you can use online for free! 

Synonyms or antonyms - can you think of any words that mean the same? Or are the opposite? 

Odd one out - choose 4 key words and think about which one could be the odd one out and why 

Black History Month  

We have reviewed our curriculum to ensure we are providing our children with a rich, relevant and representative curricu-

lum. We want our children to embrace, respect and be proud of the community in which they live and to develop a strong 

sense of belonging. We have looked for opportunities throughout the year and through all curriculum areas to acknowledge 

and celebrate the contribution and achievements of individuals and groups from all cultural, racial and religious heritages.  

In addition to this ongoing focus we have developed a Black History Month Curriculum. Every October there will be a week 

of learning dedicated to the contribution and history of black communities in Hackney and the UK. In Year 2, children will 

focus on  the history of the Notting Hill Carnival. They will throw themselves into preparations for their own mini carnival, 

researching the costumes and music which are such an important part of the carnival experience ( we hope to get the steel 

pan tutor involved!). They will find out about Claudia Jones and Rhaune Laslett, the founders of the Notting Hill carnival, 

why the carnival became so important to the Caribbean community and how it developed into one of the worlds largest 

street festivals.  

Claudia Jones 

 

Year 2 Autumn  Term  

Topic Booklet 

Celebrations 

Around the World  



 

 

Class Timetable 

Important Dates for your Diary 

 

 Wednesday 9th September—Chinese Dragon Workshop  

 Wednesday 16th September– Meet the teacher drop in sessions (3.45pm and 4.15pm) 

 Monday 14th September to Friday 25th September– Foodbank Collection 

 Tuesday 22nd September Olive parent food tasting session ( 3.30pm –5.00pm) 

 Friday 16th October –Wear red to school for ‘Show Racism the Red Card ’  day 

 Tuesday 21st October– Photographer ( Individual pupil and sibling pictures) 

 Monday 26th - Monday 30th October- School closed for half term and INSET day 

 Tuesday 3rd November—Children return to school 

 Wednesday 4th November—Hackney School of Food Trip 

 Thursday 12th November – Parent Consultations – School closes @ 2:00pm 

 Friday 13th November– Children in Need non-uniform day 

 Wednesday 16th December @ 9.30am— Lower Phase Winter Concert 

 Friday 18th December – last day of Autumn Term – School closes @ 2:00pm 

 Date  TBC— Gudwara Visit 

 

Rushmore Values and Jigsaw 

PE 

Programme music: stories and journeys... 
Key skills and knowledge: 

 Play classroom percussion instruments carefully, accurately and creatively 

 Explore and describe different ways of making a sound. 

 Compose pieces of programme music - music that describes a story, picture or character. 

 Learn instrumental parts to play together, and compose and improvise a solo part. 

 Work together to build and perform a piece for the Winter Concert combining both singing and playing musical 
instruments 

Ball games (Autumn 1) 

Key skills and knowledge 

 To be able to throw, hold and catch a ball 

 To be able to throw a ball both under and over arm 

 To be able to kick a ball in to space 

 To be able to control and bounce a ball on a racket whilst moving 

 To be able to pass and move with both hands and feet 

 

Gymnastics  (Autumn 2) 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Explore still shapes  

 Perform different types of rolls 

 Explore  travelling in different shapes  

 Jump effectively and safely off equipment. 

 Copy, create and link a phrase of movement/sequence  

 
 

Music 

 
 

JIGSAW: 

Being Me in The World( Autumn 1) 

 I can identify some of my hopes and fears for this year  

 I understand the rights and responsibilities for being a member of my class and school  

 I can listen to other people and contribute my own ideas about rewards and consequences  

 I understand how following the Learning Charter will help me and others learn  

 I recognise the choices I make and understand the consequences  

Celebrating Difference( Autumn  2) 

 I am starting to understand that sometimes people make assumptions about boys and girls (stereotypes)  

 I understand that bullying is sometimes about difference  

 I can recognise what is right and wrong and know how to look after myself 

 I understand that it is OK to be different from other people and to be friends with them  

 I can tell you some ways I am different from my friends  

 I know some ways to make new friends  

 I can tell you some ways I am different from my friends  



 

Computing 

Autumn 1: 

Online Safety - Self Image and Identity 

Session 1: Offline and Online Identities 

I can recognise that there may be people online who could make someone feel sad, embarrassed or upset 

Session 2: Getting Support  

If something happens that makes me feel sad, worried, uncomfortable or frightened I can give examples of when 

and how to speak to an adult I can trust and how they can help. 

Route Explorers 

• To use the direction keys in 2Go to move the turtle along a route.  

• To use units of distance along with the direction keys in 2Go to move along a route.  

• To write instructions to complete more than one step of a route at once.  

• To build up instructions for a longer route.  

Autumn 2: 

Online Safety - Online Bullying 

Session 2: Who is to Blame? 

I can explain why anyone who experiences bullying is not to blame. 

Session 3: Getting Help   

I can talk about how anyone experiencing bullying can get help. 

 

 

Data Explorers 

• To understand how data can be used to help answer a question.  

• To ask an appropriate question, gather data using a tally chart and pre-

sent it using digital tools.  

• To begin to explore how yes or no questions can be used to sort data.  

• To understand how branching databases work and practise navigating 

them to find answers.  

 

 

 

Stories from Other Cultures 

 

 

 

 

How you can help at home: 

 Look out for books in the library or book 

shop that will help your child to engage 

with and learn about other cultures 

 Use these books to discuss similarities and 

differences between your home culture 

and those they see in the books 

Key Sentence Skills 

 Using conjunctions to join ideas in a sentence (and, or, but, so, because, so that, then, that, 
when, while, if) 
E.g. I really want to visit Jamaica because it looks beautiful in pictures. 

 Writing list sentences including commas 
E.g. It was a bright, hot, sunny morning. 

 Using adjectives  
E.g. It was a beautiful, green garden with an old, rusty bench. 

 Using adverbs  

E.g. He tiptoed quietly and carefully. 

Folk Tales 

 

 

 

 

How you can help at home: 

 Share your favourites childhood folk tales 

with your child 

 Look out for folk tales in the library with 

your child and discuss the settings/ charac-

ters with them 

Reports 

 

 

 

 

How you can help at home: 

 Encourage your child to write about things 

they have done or seen 

 Talk to your child about interesting things 

you have read– model an interest in 

getting information from newspapers and 

books 

Our English Genres 



 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Find out about the historical and cultural context of a wide range of world festivals: Holi, Rosh Hashanah, Di-
wali, Guy Fawkes, Halloween, Carnival, Day of the Dead, Hanukkah, St Andrew’s Day, Eid, Christmas 

 Use common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. 

 Identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods 

 Learn about significant historical events, people, and places in their own locality 

 Talk about events beyond their living memory (Guy Fawkes) 

 Sequence events from the past 

 Know and recount events from stories about the past 

 Recognise the difference between past and present in their own lives and others lives 

 Compare versions of past events 

 Discuss reliability of accounts 

Vocabulary 

History 
 

Why did Jesus tell stories? 
 Key skills and knowledge 
 
 Retell a Christian story and say some things that Christians believe 

 Show understanding of what Jesus taught people  

 Describe what a believer might learn from a religious story or a sacred text and how they would apply this to 
their life 

Why are different books special for different people? 

Key skills and knowledge 
 
 Explain why holy books are special 

 Explain how people can learn from holy books, why they are important to a believer 

 Compare what is important to them with what is important to others 
 

 
 
 

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 

RE 



 

Greetings and introductions 

 Revise questions and answers re name, age and well-being. 
Numbers 

 Revise numbers to 20. 

 Learn numbers 21 to 31 
Classroom instructions 

 Revise classroom instructions. 
Days and Months 

 Revise the days of the week. 

 Learn the months of the year. 

Vocabulary 

Spanish  

Key skills and knowledge: 

Locational Knowledge 

 Name and locate the world’s 7 continents and 5 oceans 

 Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 4 countries and capital cites of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas 

Place Knowledge 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying a small area of the United Kingdom 
and of a contrasting non-European country (Mexico) 

Geographical Skills and Field Work 

 Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the UK and its countries, as well as the countries, continents 
and oceans ( children will link this to the celebration of festivals in countries around the world) 

 Use simple compass directions and locational and directional language to describe the location of features 
and countries on a map 

 Use aerial photography and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key 

Vocabulary 

 

Geography 



 

Sensing Seasons 
Observing changes over time 

 Experience and find out about weather associated with each season, explore and observe the impact on them 
and the world around them 

 Visit the school grounds or locality at different points over the term, making observations of the changing natu-
ral world 

 Record and consider the evidence that they have collected during a seasonal scavenger hunt 

 Begin to consider different ways of recording the weather over time 

 Collect daily records of the weather for a period of two weeks, and use their completed records to look for 
patterns and link these to seasonal change. 

 

Vocabulary 

Science 

Take Care 
 

Grouping and classifying 

 Discuss and consider  what they need to do to stay safe and healthy 

 Sort food, choosing their own ways of grouping 

 Explore different types of food, sorting them into different categories and planning meals. 
Finding things out using secondary sources of information 

 Use books and the internet to research why a healthy diet is important 

 Use books and the internet to research why it is important to keep their bodies clean 
Using observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 

 Children explore how it feels to take part in a physical activity and suggest reasons why they feel different when 
exercising 

Recording and presenting findings  

 Children create a picture book for younger children, to demonstrate what they know about keeping healthy 

Vocabulary 

 

Design  

Sculpture and Painting (Ceramic thumb pots/Rangoli patterns/ Day of the Dead masks) 
 
Key skills and knowledge 
 Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

 Manipulate clay to make a ceramic thumb pot 

 Use scoring to seal pieces of clay together 

 Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

 Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and 
space 

 Learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similari-
ties between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

Printing &  Textiles (firework prints/blowing ink firework prints/ fabric tree decorations) 
 
Key skills and knowledge  

 Discuss the main parts and design firework prints, blowing ink firework paintings and scratching paints. 

 Design own Jackson Pollock  and Julie Mehretu inspired pattern design 

 Make own pattern out of Styrofoam tile. 

 Print pattern on to paper and then on to fabric. 

 Use straws for blowing and spreading of ink. 

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 

Art 


