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Top Tips for Embedding New Vocabulary 

Learning the meaning of key vocabulary is vital in children's understanding of a new topic 
and there are some really fun ways to do it: 

Splat the word - write each word on a piece of paper and spread them out on a table. Ask someone to say a 
definition of one of the words and see who can "splat" it first! 

Just a minute - can you talk for a minute about a topic  using the key words? (If you get really confident, you 
could turn this into a presentation and record it!) 

Act it out - can you act the word out? 

Pictoword - can you use a drawing to represent the word? 

Crossword - there are many crossword makers that you can use online for free! 

Synonyms or antonyms - can you think of any words that mean the same? Or are the opposite? 

Odd one out - choose 4 key words and think about which one could be the odd one out and why 

Black History Month  

We have reviewed our curriculum to ensure we are providing our children with a rich, relevant and representa-

tive curriculum. We want our children to embrace, respect and be proud of the community in which they live and 

to develop a strong sense of belonging. We have looked for opportunities throughout the year and through all 

curriculum areas to acknowledge and celebrate the contribution and achievements of individuals and groups 

from all cultural, racial and religious heritages.  

In addition to this ongoing focus we have developed a Black History Month Curriculum. Every October there will 

be a week of learning dedicated to the contribution and history of black communities in Hackney and the UK. In 

Year 1 children will focus on traditional African fabrics, they will immerse themselves in art projects focusing on 

the patterns and find out about the history of these fabrics and their significance in African cultures. They will 

also be finding out about Yinka Shonibare CBE, a Hackney resident and highly acclaimed artist  whose hallmark  is 

the brightly coloured Ankara fabric he uses in his art work and Yinka Ilori, a young British-Nigerian heritage  

designer and  artist whose bold use of colour will certainly inspire some exciting art in Year 1. 
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Year 1 Autumn Term  

Topic Booklet 
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My Class Timetable 

 

RWI  = Read, Write Inc. daily reading programme 

Important Dates for your Diary 

 Wednesday 16th September– Meet the teacher drop in sessions (3.45pm and 

4.15pm) 

 Monday 14th September to Friday 25th September– Foodbank Collection 

 Tuesday 22nd September Olive parent food tasting session ( 3.30pm –5.00pm) 

 Friday 16th October –Wear red to school for ‘Show Racism the Red Card ’  day 

 Date : TBC– R.E trip to St. Barnabus Church  

 Tuesday 21st October– Photographer ( Individual pupil and sibling pictures) 

 Monday 26th - Monday 30th October- School closed for half term and INSET day 

 Tuesday 3rd November—Children return to school 

 Thursday 12th November – Parent Consultations – School closes @ 2:00pm 

 Friday 13th November– Children in Need non-uniform day 

 Thursday 19th November—Year 1 Hackney School of Food trips 

 Wednesday 16th December @ 9.30am— Lower Phase Winter Concert 

 Friday 18th December – last day of Autumn Term – School closes @ 2:00pm 
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 Music 

PE 

Rushmore Values and Jigsaw 

JIGSAW: 

Being Me in The World( Autumn 1) 

 I feel special and safe in my class  

 I know that I belong in my class  

 I understand the rights and responsibilities of being a member of my class  

 I know my views are valued and can contribute to the Learning Charter  

 I can recognise the choices I make and understand the consequences  

 I understand my rights and responsibilities within our Learning Charter  

Celebrating Difference( Autumn  2) 

 I can identify similarities between people in my class  

 I can identify differences between people in my class  

 I can tell you what bullying is  

 I know some people who I could talk to if I was feeling unhappy or being bullied  

 I know how to make new friends  

 I understand that differences make us all special and unique  

Key skills and knowledge:  

Pitch: 

 Singing action songs and funny games! 

 Tell the difference between high and low sounds 

 Understand how sounds are made with instruments and the voice 

 Learn to control the pitch of our own singing 

Pulse 

 Understand the difference between rhythm and pulse 

 Copying, recognising and creating rhythms 

 Move to the pulse of a many different, groovy pieces of music 

Ball games (Autumn 2) 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 To be able to throw, hold and catch a ball 
 To be able to throw a ball both under and over arm 
 To be able to kick a ball in to space 
 To be able to control and bounce a ball on a racket whilst moving 
 To be able to pass and move with both hands and feet 

Gymnastics (Autumn 2) 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Explore still shapes  

 Perform different types of rolls 

 Explore  travelling in different shapes  

 Jump effectively and safely off equipment. 

 Copy, create and link a phrase of movement/sequence  
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Computing 

Autumn 1: 

Online Safety - Self Image and Identity 

Session 1: People Online 

I can recognise that there may be people online who could make someone feel sad, embarrassed or upset 

Session 2: Getting Support 

If something happens that makes me feel sad, worried, uncomfortable or frightened I can give examples of when 

and how to speak to an adult I can trust and how they can help. 

Creative Computing 

• To use paint tools to draw a picture.  

• To create a jigsaw using a digital device and share it so that others can play.  

• To create a placing game in 2DIY.  

• To create images and use these to make a game.  

 

Autumn 2: 

Online Safety - Online Bullying 

Session 1: Kindness Online 

To understand how to behave in a kind manner online.  

 

Data Explorers 

• To think carefully about the steps of grouping items.  

• To group items using a computer.  

• To be able to sort different items.  

• To understand that data is information that can be collected and used.  

• To understand that data can be shown using pictures.  

 

Technology Around Us 

• To know what the word technology means.  

• To know what technology is used in school.  

• To consider the purposes of technology used in the wider world.  

• To identify parts of a device and know how to use devices safely.  
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Traditional Tales 

 

 

 

 

How you can help at home: 

 Read  traditional tales and encourage your child to join 

in with repeated language 

 Talk about characters and setting and try to use de-

scriptive words (this could include some drawings) 

 Encourage your child to write mini descriptions of 

characters or settings or to retell a story that you have 

read together  

Our English Genres 

Poems 

 

 

How you can help at home: 

 Read and enjoy a range of poetry together (this can include stories with rhymes) 

 Play rhyming games 

 Encourage your child to create mini poems like acrostics and shape poems 

Labels and Captions    

 

 

 

 

How you can help at home: 

 Read information books at home that interest 

your child 

 Talk about the meaning of new words 

 Encourage your child to label their drawings 

 

Key Sentences 
 

Join words using ‘and’ 
E.g. I like being on the bus and I like being on a train. 

 
Use conjunctions to join ideas in a sentence (and, or, but, so, because, so that, then, that, when, while, 

where) 
E.g. I come to school on the bus because I live far away from school. 

 

Say a sentence, write it and read it back to check it makes sense 

 

All sentences should have finger spaces !! 
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History 
Key skills and knowledge: 

 Develop an awareness of the past and use common words relating to the passing of time 

 Understand that things change over time and identify similarities and differences between periods in their own 

lives 

 Know what a simple timeline is and create a simple timeline of their own lives 

 Interpret history through the use of stories, pictures, film, accounts of adults and other sources 

 Ask and answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions to show that they know and understand key features of events 

 Begin to understand cause and consequence (Why things happened? What happened as a result?) 

 Talk about a significant person from the past and discuss why they were important 

 Begin to identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods and in different places 

 Ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and 

understand key features of events 

 Begin to develop an understanding of some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify differ-

ent ways in which it is represented 

 Know about some significant historical events, people, and places in their own locality. 

 Learn about Royal families in other parts of the world and discuss similarities and differences in their lives and 

those of the British royal family 

Vocabulary 
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Religious Education 

   What does it mean to belong to Christianity? 

 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Name and talk about  Key Christian objects, artefacts, beliefs, teachings and practices 

 Investigate what happens at a church Christening or dedication service 

 Think about where they belong and special ceremonies that they have participated in 

 Learn about different types of families and what they share together 

 Suggest meanings for religious actions and symbols 

 Discuss and connect ideas between different religions  

 

How do Christians celebrate Christmas? 

 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Name and talk about the Bible story of Christmas 

 Investigate what Christian people do to celebrate this story  

 Think about where they belong and special ceremonies that they have participated in 

 Learn about different types of families and what they share together 

 Suggest meanings for religious actions and symbols 

 Discuss and connect ideas between different religions  

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
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Spanish 

Key skills and knowledge: 
Greetings and introductions 

 To revise questions and answers re: name and well-being 
Numbers 

 To learn numbers to 20 
Colours 

 To revise the colours 
Shapes 

 To learn shapes. 
Classroom instructions 

 To revise classroom instructions 

Vocabulary 
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Geography– My Local Area 
Place knowledge 

 Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying a small area of the United Kingdom 

and of a contrasting non-European country ( linking this with history topic to explore African countries which 

also have a Royal family ) 

Human and physical geography 

 Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns to the UK and the location of hot and cold areas of the world in 

relation to the Equator and North and South Poles ( Find Lesotho and compare the climate to the UK) 

 Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features (beach, cliff, coast, forest, hull, mountain, 

sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season, weather) and key human features (city, town, village, facto-

ry, farm, house, office, port, harbour, shop 

Geographical skills and fieldwork 

 Use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the 

key human and physical features of its surrounding environment. 

 Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for ex-

ample, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 

Vocabulary 
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 Science 
  Using Our Senses ( Autumn 1) 

Grouping and classifying: 

 Identify and name the parts of their bodies, as they draw and label a life size version of themselves or a classmate 

 Complete a sound walk around the school buildings and grounds and identify sounds 

 Using observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions of the world around them and how they can use 
their other senses instead of sight to identify a variety of objects and materials 

Carrying out simple comparative and fair tests: 

 Explore the idea of senses, using their sense of taste as they test, describe and compare a variety of flavours 

 Explore how they can use their sense of touch to discover more about the world around them 

 Perform simple tests to investigate how many layers of material it will take to stop them feeling a pea through 
those layers 

Noticing patterns: 

 Children explore their sense of smell, testing a range of ‘smell makers’ and recording data 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animals –Invertebrates  ( Autumn 2) 

Grouping and classifying: 

 Visit several different habitats locally and look at what makes up the habitat 

 Consider how living things are suited to live in different habitats 

 Explore and compare the differences between things that are living, things that are dead and things that have nev-
er been alive 

Finding things out using secondary sources of information: 

 Learn how animals in all habitats depend on plants and each other for food by creating simple food chains 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHANGING WORLD 

 Make our first visit of the year to observe specific trees in the school grounds– record observations in science 
books so that we can revisit and document changes in winter, spring and summer 

 

Vocabulary 

Vocabulary 
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 Art 

                  Design  

Skill: Drawing and Painting ( Self Portraits) 

 Key skills and knowledge: 

 Draw various line thicknesses , going in various directions 

 Experiment and create shapes to make facial features. 

 Decide on colours needed for skin tones and clothing in portraits. 

 Learn how to make thinner and thicker brushstrokes. 

 Understand how to blend colours. 

 Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

Learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities be-

tween different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work. 

Skill: Collage (Monarchs and Castles ) 

Key skills and knowledge: 

 Understand that collage is a method that uses fragments of paper and other materials arranged and fixed to a 
surface  

 Decide on colours needed for a monarch and castle (look at warm and cool colours) 

 Create different shapes by cutting 

 Experiment with cutting of shapes and layering 

 Use strips of paper to create line outlines of the castles. 

 Experiment with compositions of collage by moving shapes around paper 
Learn about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the 

differences and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to 

their own work. 

Vocabulary 

Paul Klee 

Vocabulary 

Basquiat 

Picasso 


