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1. Intent 

The Rushmore curriculum is designed to inspire and motivate pupils. 

It is our shared vision that, as a result of the high quality education they experience, children leave 

Rushmore as happy, thoughtful citizens who are ambitious for themselves and fully prepared to take 

advantage of the opportunities presented to them in secondary school and beyond.  

We want our pupils to come to school every day excited about learning new things, confident to try 

new experiences and enthusiastic about challenges.  We believe that, while at school, every child 

should experience success and be given opportunities to celebrate the success of others in their 

school community. The curriculum is carefully sequenced and progressive, ensuring that knowledge 

and skills build cumulatively over time.  

We place a strong emphasis on: 

• High standards of literacy and numeracy  

• Vocabulary development across all subjects  

• Opportunities for discussion, reasoning and critical thinking  

• Broad and balanced exposure to the arts, sciences, humanities and physical education  

• Access to cultural experiences; taking pupils outside the classroom and helping them to 

understand, appreciate and be curious about the local and global context in which they 

live. 

 

We aim for all pupils to: 

• Be engaged and motivated learners  

• Develop secure knowledge and understanding across subjects  

• Experience success and recognise the achievements of others  

• Be well-prepared for secondary education and beyond 
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2. Legislation and Guidance 

This policy reflects the requirements of: 

• The National Curriculum (2014)  

• The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework (2025)  

• The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (2015)  

• The Equality Act (2010)  

• The Relationships Education, Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) and Health Education 

Guidance (DfE, 2025)  

• Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE)  

It also reflects expectations set out in the Department for Education’s Governance Handbook. 

 

3. Roles and Responsibilities 

3.1 The governing board 

The governing board is responsible for: 

• Monitoring the effectiveness of this policy  
• Holding the Headteacher to account for curriculum implementation and outcomes  
• Ensuring a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum is in place  
• Ensuring sufficient curriculum time is allocated  

3.2 The Headteacher 

The Headteacher is responsible for: 

• Ensuring the curriculum is implemented in line with this policy  

• Ensuring curriculum intent is translated into effective practice  

• Maintaining high expectations for all pupils  

• Ensuring statutory requirements are met  

• Overseeing assessment systems and curriculum evaluation  

• Reporting to governors on curriculum quality and impact  

3.3 Curriculum Leaders and Staff 

Curriculum leaders are responsible for: 

• Defining subject intent and progression  
• Ensuring curriculum content is coherently sequenced  
• Monitoring implementation through:  
o Lesson observations  
o Book scrutiny  
o Pupil voice  
o Assessment analysis  
• Providing professional development and support to ensure that delivery of the agreed 

curriculum is high quality 
• Reporting to governors about any changes to the curriculum  

All teaching staff are responsible for: 

• Delivering the curriculum effectively  
• Adapting teaching to meet pupil needs  
• Ensuring high-quality learning experiences  
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4. Curriculum Implementation 

4. 1 Curriculum Design 

The Rushmore curriculum is delivered through a thematic approach, designed to promote 
engagement and meaningful connections across subjects. Where appropriate, links are made between 
subjects to deepen understanding. 

However, subject integrity is maintained, and each subject retains its own disciplinary knowledge, 
skills and progression. 

The curriculum is: 

 Sequenced to build knowledge over time  

 Designed to ensure progression within and across year groups  

 Structured to enable retrieval and consolidation of prior learning  

Lessons are designed to ensure pupils acquire and embed knowledge, vocabulary and skills and have 
opportunities to practice and apply their skills in a range of contexts. We encourage co-operative 
work, talk, discussion and above all, enjoyment as vehicles for learning in all subjects.  

 
4.2 Curriculum Structure 
The curriculum includes: 
• Termly thematic topics across EYFS, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2  
• Yearly overviews outlining subject coverage  
• Medium-term plans detailing knowledge, skills and vocabulary  
• Clear progression frameworks in all subjects  
 
Some subjects, including mathematics, science, PE and RE, are taught discretely where appropriate. 

 The combination of topics planned over a Key Stage will teach the statutory programme of 
study for the National Curriculum  

 

A Whole School Topic Grid 
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4.3 Planning Documents 

A Yearly Overview 

An overview for each year group outlines the topics covered in each curriculum area over the year 

 

A Termly Curriculum Web 

The termly curriculum web details the key skills, knowledge and vocabulary that should be taught in each 

curriculum area. 

 

 

 

 

A Wider Curriculum Medium Term Plan 

Medium Term Plans 
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These plans map out the details of coverage in each subject through the half term. In reading and 

writing links are made to the ‘Topic’ wherever possible. Curriculum Leads monitor the quality of 

content and coverage in their curriculum area against what is set out in these plans. 
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4.3 Core Subjects 

Mathematics 

The school follows a mastery approach using Power Maths. Teaching focuses on: 

 Fluency  

 Reasoning  

 Problem solving  

Pupils develop conceptual understanding through small, progressive steps, with opportunities to 
explain and justify their thinking. 

In addition to daily Power Maths lessons, pupils from year 1 to 5 receive an additional 15 minute daily 
session called 'Mastering Number'. Developed by the NCETM this programme focuses on developing 
fluency and automaticity in additive facts and relationships in years 1, 2 & 3 to secure firm 
foundations for success in maths in the future. In Years 4 and 5 pupils develop fluency in 
multiplication and division facts, and a confidence and flexibility with number that exemplifies good 
number sense 

English 

Reading is at the heart of our curriculum at Rushmore. 

We recognise that the foundations of reading and children becoming successful lifelong readers lies 
in their early experiences. As a result, we prioritise storytelling and familiarising children with the 
highest quality picture books in the early years. Developing this love of story and exposure to story 
language underpins our reading and writing curriculums. 

 

The school uses a structured approach to ensure that every child becomes a successful reader : 

 Early reading is taught through ‘Read Write Inc’ a validated systematic synthetic phonics 
programme  

 Once this programme has been completed (between the end of Year 1 and middle of Year 2 
for the majority), pupils progress from decoding to fluency and comprehension. The 
Destination Reader (DR) approach involves daily sessions incorporating whole class modelling 
prior to the children applying these skills through partner work and independent reading.  

 Whole-class reading approaches develop higher-order reading skills  

Reading is further promoted through: 

 Rushmore Reads – a 10 minute session where children enjoy their reading book 

 Read Alouds – a session where the class reader (a book linked to their topic) is read by the 
teacher 

 Tick for 20/30 – a rewards system that celebrates children who are reading daily at home 

 A story teller who works with classes and targeted pupils two days a week to enhance our 
reading offer 

 Little Free libraries in all playgrounds- children are encouraged to donate and borrow books 
for reading at home 

 Top 20 – every class has selected 20 books that they would like to try and read across the year 

 Weekly library slots for each class 
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Writing 

Our teachers use a range of exciting topics and quality texts as a stimulus for writing tasks. We value 
the importance of giving the children a reason to write. We encourage children to explore and 
evaluate good examples, build up their vocabulary, and use drama as a tool to unpick different genres 
before teaching them to plan and write their own pieces.  

We focus on oral rehearsal of writing, understanding the important impact children’s verbal 
communication skills and vocabulary have on their ability to express themselves clearly in text.  

Our children are part of the discussion in terms of their next steps and work together to peer assess 
each other’s work and to give advice on how to make their writing even better  

Writing skills are taught explicitly through a structured process, developing: 

 Transcription (spelling and handwriting)  

 Composition (planning, drafting, editing)  

Writing and the enjoyment of writing is further promoted through: 

 ‘Writing of the Week’ assemblies 

 Author visits and workshops 

 Collaboration with  ‘Ministry of Stories’ 

 The use of ‘ Now Press Play’ to support with writing prompts and vocabulary 

 

4.4 Foundation Subjects 

The wider curriculum includes:  

 Computing Science  

 Science 

 History and Geography  

 Art and Design  

 Music  

 Physical Education  

 Religious Education  

 Spanish  

Each subject has clearly defined progression in knowledge and skills. Subject specific vocabulary is 
explicitly planned and taught across all subjects.  Content covers the statutory programme of study 
for the National Curriculum 

‘Expectation’s Documents’ for each subject set out the requirements for content, progression, 
timetabling, assessment and feedback in each of these subject areas. 
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Computing 

The school uses the ‘Purple Mash’ Scheme of work. 

Computing includes: 

 Computer science  

 Digital literacy  

 Information technology  

Online safety is taught explicitly. Class teachers revisit online safety content regularly in line with 
safeguarding expectations. 

In addition to computing lessons, teachers are encouraged to incorporate elements of the computing 
curriculum into their teaching of other curriculum areas, as part of topic work. This will include Digital 
Publication and Presentation, Digital Research, Data Handling and the use of Digital Media.  

Science 

At Rushmore, we believe that Science is a vital part of children’s learning. Our curriculum supports  
them to understand the world around them and to reflect on what it might be like in the future.  

We follow the Snap Science scheme of work. This has been developed to provide children with a 
broad and exciting curriculum, which inspires inquisitive thinking and exploration. Links to the wider 
curriculum are made wherever possible.  

Science teaching develops: 

 Substantive knowledge  

 Scientific enquiry skills  

Pupils are encouraged to think critically and investigate the world around them through the inclusion 
of hands on experimental experiences. 

 

History and Geography  

History and Geography are at the heart of Rushmore’s creative curriculum, where the subjects are 
taught in weekly topic lessons. This learning is revisited and further consolidated within other 
subjects. Core texts, used in destination reader lessons, link to the termly topics and pupils 
incorporate this content into their writing. 

Each term sees pupils introduced to a new exciting topic, through which they can develop their 
humanities skills. Our history and geography content follows guidelines set out in the National 
Curriculum. 

Using timelines and regular recapping activities, children learn how the different historical events and 
eras, which they study chronologically, fit together. Alongside this, classes hone their enquiry skills 
through exploring artefacts, investigating historical records and sequencing events. As well as being 
able to explain the reasons behind the events they learn about, children are encouraged to think 
about the impact of what they have learnt on their lives today. They also compare and make 
connections to other eras that they have previously studied. 

In geography, classes will learn about local and global environments through topics including ‘House 
and Home’, ‘On the Water’ and ‘Rainforests’. Children have the opportunity to undertake research 
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projects, develop their map reading skills and learn about the impact we have on the world around us. 
In addition, children compare different places around the world to ones with which they are familiar. 
As with history, they are encouraged to explain the reasons behind geographical features. 

We have refined our curriculum content to ensure that it is relevant to all of our pupils, supporting 
their understanding of their local and global context and allowing every child to develop a positive 
attitude to their own racial and cultural identity. 

 

Art and Design  

At Rushmore, every child is given the opportunity to discover and develop their love of art and design 
through experimenting with a wide range of materials and techniques and producing their own 
unique masterpieces. Children, developing the language and skills to express their ideas clearly and 
thoughtfully. 

Throughout the key stages, children learn and develop new skills, using a wide range of materials to 
support their creativity and self-expression.  

Our carefully sequenced curriculum ensures that pupils build their artistic knowledge, skills and 
techniques progressively over time. They explore the work of focus artists, experiment with and apply 
a variety of techniques and resources to design and create. Through hands-on experiences, children 
gain confidence in making creative choices; exploring colour, pattern, texture, line, shape and space. 
They are encouraged to evaluate both their own work and that of others and to use this evaluation 
when refining their work. 

Music  

A specialist music teacher teaches music. 

Some aspects of the music curriculum (listening to different types of music, using ICT to create music 
etc) might be a part of topic work while other elements are taught discretely.  

Children from Nursery to Year 6 have a weekly music lesson with their class. 

In addition to this core music offer, specialist instrumental tutors are employed to provide tuition in 
drumming, guitar, violin, cello, saxophone, flute, clarinet, trumpet and Trombone. Disadvantaged 
pupils are prioritised for access to these lessons. 

PE  

Specialist coaches, following the separate PE scheme of work, teach PE discretely. (See PE policy for 
details). 

Religious Education  

RE is a statutory part of the curriculum. The school follows the Hackney Education agreed syllabus 

for RE. Where possible topics from this syllabus have been matched to thematic topics across a year 

(see RE policy for details). 

Right to Withdraw 

In line with statutory guidance, parents have the right to withdraw their child from RE lessons. If a 

parent wishes to withdraw their child, they are required to discuss their request with the headteacher. 
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Spanish 

From year 1 to 6 we deliver a Spanish curriculum developed with partner schools in the Hackney 
Teaching Schools’ Alliance. Teachers deliver Spanish lessons for half an hour every week. Nursery and 
Reception classes deliver Spanish through incorporating Spanish songs into their weekly routines (See 
Spanish Policy for details) 

 

4.5 Personal Development 

PSHE and RSHE 

The school delivers PSHE through ‘Jigsaw’ a structured programme; this includes statutory 
Relationships, Sex and Health Education. 

Weekly assemblies and timetabled in class circle times are used to reinforce the Rushmore Values and 
cover the weekly Jigsaw themes , to give children opportunities to explore and discuss the  value of 
the week and ways in which they can contribute to a positive class, school and wider community 
ethos.   

Teaching is: 

 Age-appropriate  

 Inclusive  

 Responsive to pupil needs  

Pupils learn about: 

 Relationships, health and puberty  

 Health and wellbeing  

 Safety (including online safety)  

 
British Values & Citizenship 
We believe that our Vision Statement and the Rushmore Values encapsulate the best of British Values. 
The fundamental British values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, and mutual respect and 
tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs are promoted at Rushmore through our curriculum, 
our learning styles and our ethos.  
 

4.6 The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum 

Our early years settings follows the curriculum as outlined in the latest version of the EYFS statutory 
framework that applies from September 2025. 
 
The EYFS framework includes seven areas of learning and development that are equally important and 
inter-connected. However, three areas known as the prime areas are considered as particularly 
important for igniting curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, and for building children’s capacity to 
learn, form relationships and thrive. 
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The prime areas are: 
● Communication and language 
● Physical development 
● Personal, social and emotional development 
The prime areas are strengthened and applied through four specific areas:  
● Literacy  
● Mathematics  
● Understanding the world  
● Expressive arts and design 
 
 
 
We have also included the learning of a modern foreign language, music, and computing skills in our 
EYFS curriculum and devoted specific time to the development of thinking skills. The curriculum is 
delivered through a carefully balanced timetable of free flow play and adult led activities. The amount 
of time allocated to adult directed activities will increase as children progress from nursery to 
reception and through reception in readiness for year 1. The EYFS curriculum provides a strong 
foundation for Key Stage 1, ensuring continuity and progression. 
 
 

4.7 Timetabling 

Time Allocation  
Although teachers are able to organise their topic teaching to best suit the subject areas and activities 
taking place, a general sense of proportion over a school year is useful, to ensure coverage of the 
curriculum and to avoid focussing too much on one subject area. Curriculum leads and the deputy 
head teacher are responsible for monitoring this termly. 

 
Timetables  
The school has a timetable with non-negotiable allocations for various aspects of the curriculum, 
including English, Maths, and Basic skills. 

 

 Reading, writing and maths are the focus of the morning sessions.  

 Some subjects are taught discretely in weekly sessions eg Jigsaw, RE, PE, Spanish & Music   

 There will be regular basic skills sessions including grammar, spelling &, handwriting  
 
Teachers are free to arrange their afternoon timetables to make the most of cross-curricular 
opportunities and the needs of pupils. Sometimes subjects and activities might be ‘blocked’ or run 
over successive afternoons, to support pupils to keep focussed on concepts or to consolidate skills 
and to allow practical work to flow. Other areas might be dependent on hall/room bookings and 
happen at a regular time each week 
 

5. Inclusion 

The Rushmore curriculum is designed to be inclusive and accessible to all pupils. 

Teachers: 

• Adapt teaching to meet diverse needs  

• Provide appropriate scaffolding and challenge  

• Maintain high expectations for all  

Provision supports: 

• Pupils with SEND  

• Disadvantaged pupils  
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• Pupils with English as an additional language (EAL)  

The school complies with the SEND Code of Practice and Equality Act. 

Further information can be found in our statement of equality information and objectives, and in our 
SEND policy and information report. 

 

6. Assessment, Monitoring and Impact 

6.1 Assessment 

Opportunities for retrieval and recall are built into teaching to support long-term memory. 

Assessment is used to: 

• Inform teaching  

• Identify gaps in knowledge  

• Support pupil progress  

 

Both formative and summative assessment strategies are used. (See AFL Policy & Assessment Policy 

for details)  

6.2 Monitoring  

Governors monitor coverage of National Curriculum subjects and compliance with other statutory 

requirements through school visits, book looks and meetings with school council and curriculum 

leads 

SLT and subject leads monitor curriculum implementation through: 

• Lesson observations 

 • Learning walks 

• Planning checks 

• Pupil conferences 

• Book scrutiny   

• Assessment data 

 

Curriculum leaders also have responsibility for ensuring resources are audited and adequate to ensure 

lessons can be delivered as prescribed. 

 

6.3 Impact  

The impact of the curriculum is measured by: 

• Pupils’ knowledge and understanding  

• Progress and attainment outcomes  

• Readiness for the next stage of education  

• Engagement and attitudes to learning  

Leaders evaluate whether pupils: 

• Know more and remember more  

• Can apply knowledge effectively  

• Are well prepared for future learning 
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7. Parental Engagement 

The school works in partnership with parents by: 
• Providing curriculum information each term  
• Sharing resources via the school website  
• Offering meetings and workshops  
• Encouraging reading and learning at home  
 
Parents receive a curriculum booklet at the beginning of each term informing them of the topic and 
teaching content in their child’s year group. These ‘curriculum books’ are also posted on the school’s 
website. In addition, parents are encouraged to work with their children on a ‘home learning project’ 
linked to the topic each term. 
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7. Links with other policies 

This policy links to the following policies and procedures: 

 AFL & Assessment policy 

 EYFS policy 

 Calculation Policies 

 Subject Expectation Documents 

 Curriculum monitoring and professional development procedures 

 Equality information and objectives 

 Monitoring policy 

 RSHE policy 

 SEND policy and information report 

 

 

 

 

 

 


